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SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (lower right) to speak on day nine
of live streamed Novena to the Holy Spirit. Stories page 6 and 7. (Image courtesy
CMAX)

SAINT JOHN — Sisters Muriel Buckley (left) and Roma De Robertis encouraged
the City of Saint John to join a global initiative for municipalities to support the
United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  The two Sisters of
Charity sent letters to mayor and council in January this year as the treaty entered
into force at the UN.  Recently, Saint John municipal leaders voted to endorse
the Cities Appeal of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons.
Story page 9. (Patty Marshall photo)

VATICAN CITY — (Photo right) A Swiss Guard recruit walks forward to take his
oath during the swearing-in ceremony for 34 new guards at the Vatican May 6,
2021. Story page 11. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John was joined by members of New
Brunswick Right to Life, Saint John
Chapter for the recent Mass for Life,
April 24. This year’s National March for
Life will include masses held across
Canada and live-streamed. Bishop
Riesbeck will celebrate the Friday mass.
Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
Theology of the Body trumpets human value
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

The 2021 Theology of the Body Virtual Con-
ference drew a robust online audience as more
than 70,000 unique users from over 160 coun-
tries tuned in over the April 30-May 2 week-
end to consume the free pre-recorded pres-
entations and live prayers and sessions.

Michael Mangione, the director of events
for the Theology of the Body Institute, ex-
plained via e-mail that the high volume of par-
ticipating speakers — more than 80 — helped
participants flesh out a more holistic
personal understanding about what
Theology of the Body means.

“We wanted to use this conference
as an opportunity for speakers and
experts from around the world to share
this great teaching from their vantage
point and vocation,” said Mr.
Mangione. “The teaching is rooted in
universal truth and therefore can reso-
nate with everyone.”

MR. Mangione said the institute —
headquartered in Quarry, Pennsylvania
— developed four different tracks of
content for the symposium to appeal
to different audiences:

• A generalized introduction to The-
ology of the Body;

• A St. Joseph track conceptualized for men
and women with religious vocations (also
accessible for lay people);

• A collection of content for artists with
seminars from a host of professional perform-
ers; and

• Multimedia recorded for Spanish-speak-
ing attendees.

While no speeches were specifically adver-
tised for teen and young adult Catholics, Mr.
Mangione says education in Theology of the
Body helps young people in their journey to-
wards discovering God’s plan for them.

“In order to fully become who we are meant
to be, we need to fully understand we are as
we are created,” he said. “We need to under-
stand our past, our present and where we are
called to go. Theology of the Body [TOB]
teaches us what it means to be a human. It
seems basic, but once exposed to this teach-
ing everyone realizes they never fully under-
stood their true identity until that moment. We
are beautiful, complex, rooted in truth and
meant for something great. TOB helps reveal
this.”

Dr. Christopher West, Theology of the Body
Institute president, perhaps provided the most

impactful TOB educational material for young
adults with an in-depth breakdown of the
major themes that compose Pope John Paul
II’s seminal book about sexuality entitled Love
and Responsibility, originally published in
Polish in 1960 before being translated to Eng-
lish in 1981.

Dr. West defined the concept of “recog-
nizing the value of the person” as one of the
sainted pope’s cornerstone contributions
throughout his decades of presenting the ten-
ets of the TOB.

“It can be summarized as an upholding, an

explaining and defending of the true value of
a human person,” said Dr. West. “In every-
thing he said, taught and wrote, this was his
goal.”

Dr. West referred to a teaching in Love and
Responsibility to delineate what happens if this
value is not upheld: “Anyone who is capable
only of reacting to the sexual values connected
to the person, and inherent in it, but cannot
see the values of the person as such, will al-
ways go on confusing love and eros (lust).”

Canadian Kevin Muico, a lay missionary
with Couples for Christ Canada, spoke about
the similarities between the virtue of chastity
and a morning coffee.

“Chasity and chaste people are generally
happier than people who are unchaste,” de-
clared the Milton, ON, native. “And
caffeinated people are similar in that sense.
Look at your own lives: are you happier be-
fore or after drinking your coffee? I’m will-
ing to bet that you agree we are better, hap-
pier people after that cup of coffee.”

Practising the virtues of chastity, Mr. Muico
added, supplies true contentment compared
to the unchaste “secular values of money, sex,
fame, drugs and power,” which, he says, “is
a façade that we can see through.” §

Dr. Christopher West delivers an online talk at
the Theology of the Body conference.
(Screenshot)
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Bishop affirms the domestic church as National Week for Life and the Family begins
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On May 9-16, the Na-
tional Week for Life and the Family in Canada
is being celebrated.

For the past several years, the Canadian
Council of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) has used
the National Week for Life and the Family as
a key opportunity to propose ideas related to
its national pastoral initiative for life and fam-
ily.

The annual celebration of the National Week
for Life and the Family takes place in many
dioceses across the country and always co-
incides with the United Nations’ International
Day of Families (resolution 47/237) on May
15 of each year.

During his homily on May 9, Bishop Chris-
tian Riesbeck, CC, bishop of the Diocese of
Saint John, opened the week in the Diocese
of Saint John by affirming the value of the
family.

“More than ever, families need to be en-
couraged and supported as they strive to live
out their vocation and mission as domestic
churches witnessing to God’s love for his
people and building up the Church and the
Kingdom of God,” he said.

Calling married couples, “a reflection of
Christ’s mutual love for his Church,” he
pointed to the permanent, faithful, fruitful and
total mutual giving of self in the Sacrament
of Marriage as an antidote for the individual-
ism of today’s world.

“We can see how counter-cultural this is.
For many today, love is little more than a warm
feeling or physical attraction. These things
have their place. Real love however, a love
that endures, deepens, and satisfies the hu-

man heart over a lifetime, grows from what
we give to others, not from what we take for
ourselves,” the bishop said.

Noting that parents and children help each
other get to heaven, Bishop Riesbeck said
“the family is a place where an authentic com-
munity of persons develops and grows,
which is so necessary to counteract and trans-
form an increasingly individualistic society.”

Families contribute to the good of society
because, “it is in the family that one first learns
to love and be loved. It is in the family that
children and adolescents learn to know God
and to trust him, where they meet Jesus and
develop a friendship with him.”

Understanding that family life is not always
easy, Bishop Riesbeck encouraged families to

persevere in faith.
“There are countless sacrifices to make in

our families, but if the family is founded on
Christian love, it will persevere in harmony
and unity of heart,” he said. “The secret to a
happy family is putting God first, surrender-
ing everything to him, and coming before him
daily to seek his grace and blessing.”

The CCCB has put together resources to
help families celebrate the National Week for
Life and Family. These can be found at https:/
/www.cccb.ca/national-week-for-life-and-
the-family/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Diocese of Saint John to participate
virtually in National March for Life
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

Canada’s National March for Life is one of
hundreds of marches held all over the world.

On May 13 Canadians will march peace-
fully on Parliament Hill and online to implore
our leaders to enact laws that protect life from
conception to natural death.

This year organizers of the March for Life
have decided to have a virtual Mass for Life
in their daily schedule from Monday to Fri-
day, presided over by a local bishop.

Dioceses in Winnipeg, Vancouver, Alberta
and Quebec will be represented from Mon-
day to Thursday, with Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John
representing New Brunswick on Friday.

On Thursday May 13, a National Mass for
Life will also be
broadcast from Ot-
tawa’s Notre Dame
Cathedral Basilica.
These premier daily
and can be viewed at
h t t p s : / /
marchfor l i fe .ca /
m a s s - f o r - l i f e -
prayer-services/.

Bishop Ries-
beck’s ties with the
March for Life run
deep. “I was asked
to celebrate the Fri-
day mass, which is
the mass that I would
normally celebrate

when I was in Ottawa as auxiliary bishop,”
he said. “The CLC [Campaign Life Coalition]
youth would gather on Friday morning for
their annual conference, and I was the one
that was invited to celebrate with them. So, I
guess they remembered that, and they asked
me to celebrate the Friday mass this year.”

Bishop Riesbeck was joined by members
of New Brunswick Right to Life, Saint John
Chapter for the recent Mass for Life, April
24. Empathizing with the difficulties faced by
members of the pro-life movement given “re-
cent legislation expanding euthanasia and as-
sisted suicide,” and “the defeat of pro-life bills
that are being introduced such as a recent
one to defend conscience rights for pro-life
health care professionals,” Bishop Riesbeck
encouraged them to persevere in their efforts.

“It is important to remember that Jesus is
(continued on page 10)
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God’s plan of love for all humanity
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you: abide in my

love.... This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. (John 15:9, 12)

A short time ago, I was hiking in the woods with some friends.
Along the path, we came upon a pond. As we stood and chatted in the
peacefulness of this scene in the woods, we quietly tossed a few
stones into the centre of a pond. Chatting away, we noticed the splash
as the rock hit the water. More interesting was what happened to the
whole pond.  As the rock broke the surface of the water, ripples
spread outward from this centre and ultimately reached even to the
far shoreline.

Sunday, May 9 (6th Sunday of Easter) the Gospel shows Jesus
leading us to see the loving relationship that is created between God
as our loving parent and ourselves. This love of God, in fact brings a
whole series of loving relationships into our world. As complex as Chris-
tian faith can seem to be, it is in fact founded on a simple revelation: God
loves us, all of us. God reveals this love in Jesus himself and from Jesus
this revelation is to reach out through us to all. Like the rock thrown into
the pond, Jesus breaks through the surface creating ripples of our God’s
love that reach to the far and distant shores of our world.

This is the chain of loving relationships that appears in John’s Gos-
pel today (John 15:9-17). Jesus received and accepted the Father’s
love. He loved his disciples with this same love. As disciples we are to
love one another as Jesus has loved us. And we are to share the
ripples of this love to the ends of the earth.

Again and again, the Book of the Acts, show us the earliest Chris-

tian communities revealing the out-
ward ripples of this loving relationship.
The Spirit of the living God is given
freely.  It knows no bounds and shows no partiality (Acts 10:25-48).
God’s love is a gift, not earned or merited, not limited or measured,
but boundless, open and free for all — a true gift and blessing.

As it happens, last weekend we observed Mother’s Day. What a
reflection of God’s love touches us in our mother’s love, in the love
of every mother. Such love is more than a simple word. It is, in fact
something we can only know by experiencing it. We learn to love by
witnessing love in living examples that surround us through life. Our
mothers and fathers proclaim the reality of love for us from the very
beginning of our lives. Our discipleship, more than anything else is
sharing this as Jesus has shown us with the expression of open,
caring, compassionate love for all the peoples of the earth.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

D&P reconciles with two exiled partners
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Two of Development and Peace’s 24 exiled partners have been
welcomed back by Canada’s Catholic development and aid organiza-
tion and the remaining 22 may re-apply once the organization finalizes
a new partnership policy in the coming weeks.

“Two partners were cleared in early March,” Development and
Peace deputy executive director Romain Duguay told The Catholic
Register in an e-mail. “Also, the remaining 22 are not monolithic.
Each one of them is different and unique. If they have projects that

they want to work with us
on, they are free to approach
us for funding and support.”

Lines of communication
with those partners cut at the
end of a three-year review of
205 partner organizations for
“conflict with the Church’s
social and moral teachings”
have remained open, Mr.
Duguay said.

“I believe that the 22 re-
maining partners, with whom
we have not stopped con-
versing, have a pathway back
onto our rosters,” he said.
“We have communicated it
clearly that all partners can

come back once we make a few changes to our partnership criteria,
processes and policies. Those changes are already underway and
should be fully implemented in the coming weeks.”

The names of the discontinued partners have been kept secret un-
der an agreement between the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops and the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and
Peace – Caritas Canada.

Mr. Duguay brushed aside any concern that the organization may
no longer have the financial capacity to support more partners. De-
velopment and Peace’s budget has shrunk while some bishops have
withheld and cut funding. Social media campaigners have amplified
the review process to raise doubts about the Catholic bona fides of
Canada’s official Caritas agency and the COVID-19 crisis has squeezed
traditional fund-raising.

“Supporting partners has been, is and will remain our mission,” Mr.
Duguay said. “We will find ways to raise more money. I am confident
and optimistic that we can do it.”

Mr. Duguay defended the partnership review process that drew an
angry response from some of its partners and prompted the Canadian
Religious Conference and Canada’s Jesuit fathers to demand answers
about what prompted and drove the long review process.

“The partnership review process was not at all unfair,” Mr. Duguay
said. “Development and Peace was simply asking questions.”

However, Jesuit Father Ismael Moreno, known as Padre Melo and
director of long-time Development and Peace partners Radio Progresso
and Fundacion ERIC, did not believe enquiries sent jointly from De-
velopment and Peace and the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops were mere questions.

(continued on page 5)
Romain Dugay
(Grandin Media photo)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

A saint for our time
It is not enough today to be merely a saint; we must have a saintli-

ness demanded by the present moment.
Simone Weil wrote that, and she is right. We need saints demanded

by the present moment and I would like to propose someone whom,
I believe, fits that description, Henri Nouwen, the priest and popular
spiritual writer who died in 1996. What was his saintliness and why is
it particularly apropos in terms of the present moment?

Henri Nouwen is arguably the most influential spirituality writer of
our generation. However, his spirituality was not born out of an easy
temperament nor an untested faith. As Michael Higgins writes in his
biography of Fr. Nouwen, his was a “genius born of anguish”. Fr.
Nouwen was a saint wracked with anxiety, an ideal patron for a gen-
eration awash with it.

He was a complex, anguished, anxious person with a hypersensi-
tive personality. He was prone to obsessiveness in his intimate rela-
tionships, occasionally manifested a neediness that was more childish
than childlike and was forever haunted by the sense that (despite all
the love, acceptance, and success he experienced) he was not really
loved, and no place was home for him. As well, he nursed a wound
inside that he could never explain to others nor make peace with
himself. Coupled with all this, he had an artistic temperament (with
both its gifts and its burdens) and, like many artists, had to struggle to
remain robust, normal, and balanced in the creative process, enjoy a
down-to-earth sanity, and keep his sexuality within the bounds of his
vows. Thus, he could go out on a stage, radiate a powerful energy,
and then step off the stage and within minutes break down in tears
and beg someone to console him. In terms of his sexuality, though he
was a vowed celibate who remained faithful to his vows, occasion-
ally he would fall in love so obsessively with someone that he was
able to keep his vows and his sanity only by checking himself into a
clinic for professional help.

This isn’t the stuff you normally read in the lives of saints, at least
of those who are officially canonized and held up as models of sanc-

tity; but that is in fact the stuff of saintli-
ness. Soren Kierkegaard, whom Fr.
Nouwen idealized, defined a saint this way:
a saint is someone who can will the one
thing. Not an easy task. Not because the right thing is hard to will, but
because we also will many other things. Thomas Aquinas affirmed
that every choice is a renunciation. That’s an understatement. Every
choice is a series of renunciations, and that makes both choosing and
saintliness difficult.

Writing his diaries, Fr. Nouwen describes his struggle in this way: I
want to be a great saint, but I also want to experience all the sensa-
tions that sinners experience. I want to withdraw into the silence of
prayer, but I don’t want to miss anything happening in the world. I
want to bury myself in anonymity among the poor, but I also want to
write books, be known by others, see places, meet people, and do
interesting things. That’s what he wrestled with, just as we all do, but
he managed, in the end, to will the one thing.

How did he do it, how did he become a saint despite it all? He did it
through a humble honesty that never denied his struggles. He did it by
accepting his own complexity, by falling to his knees in prayers of
helplessness when his own strength wasn’t enough, and by letting
the poor love him.  And he did it by sharing his wounds with the
world, by seeking professional help whenever he broke down, and by
learning from all the pain, obsessiveness, and heartache that, in the
end, our hearts are stronger than our wounds; because of that we can
keep our commitments and ultimately find peace inside of complex-
ity, temptation, and struggle.

The saints of old, no doubt, had their own struggles in trying to will
the one thing, to healthily channel their wild energies and give them-
selves over to God. However, the stories we hear of their lives tend to
highlight more their virtue than their struggle. For example, Mother
Teresa is also a saint from our generation, and a very inspirational one
at that. For many of us, her life and her virtue seem so far removed
from our own earthy and messy struggles that we look at her as a
saint we can admire but not quite imitate. That’s unfair of course.
She also had her struggles, mammoth ones. Still, it is not her strug-
gles that are generally highlighted when her story is told.

Henri Nouwen’s story and his writings highlight his struggles, not
just his virtue and wisdom. Knowing the earthiness of his struggles
can give the impression that there is less in him to admire than in
someone like Mother Teresa. Perhaps. But, in Nouwen we see some-
one we can more easily imitate.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paridise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
“It is clear that this is not a letter of solidarity with our work,” Fr.

Melo wrote in a public response to Development and Peace questions
in July 2019. “Nor less merciful than the various and constant threats,
including death, to members of our team for defending human rights,
and especially environmental rights cruelly threatened by mining com-
panies, transnationals from Canada.”

In Haiti, Famn Deside director Marie Ange Noel was flabbergasted
by a second request for further clarification after she had written in a
previous response to Development and Peace-CCCB questions, “Fanm
Deside has never supported nor encouraged any practice of abor-
tion.”

“We do not understand why such a clear and precise response
continues to raise ‘concerns,’ ” she wrote in a letter to Canada’s
bishops and Development and Peace executive director Serge Langlois.

The request for clarifications came after Famn Deside presented
endorsements from two Haitian bishops.

In March, at the conclusion of the partnership review, Canada’s
Jesuits said the review process and winnowing out of Development
and Peace partners represents “a profound loss of the prophetic wit-
ness of the Church.” Jesuit provincial superior Father Erik Oland also
criticized the process as narrow and secretive. §

D&P reconciles
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Ecumenical Novena to the Holy Spirit to be live streamed on from Ascension to Pentecost
“When the day of Pentecost came it found

them gathered in one place. Suddenly…there
came a noise like a strong, driving wind...
Tongues as of fire appeared, which parted
and came to rest on each of them. All were
filled with the Holy Spirit.”

By RICK HINSHAW

Reprinted with permission

That outpouring of the Spirit, powerfully
retold in the Acts of the Apostles, gave the
apostles the courage and gifts needed for
the mission of evangelization Jesus had left
to them.

It was the same outpouring of the Spirit
Pope Leo XIII invoked in 1897, when —
responding to the urgings of Blessed Elena
Guerra, founder of the Oblates of the Holy
Spirit — he issued an encyclical, Divinium
Illud Munus, calling for an annual novena
to the Holy Spirit during the nine days be-
tween Ascension and Pentecost.

And it is the outpouring being invoked
this year by Awakening the Domestic
Church, a spiritual formation and charismatic
renewal program that is offering an ecumeni-
cal Pentecost novena, to be live streamed on
cmax.tv from Ascension Thursday through
Pentecost eve. It will conclude at 10 pm
Rome time (5 pm Atlantic time) for the Pen-
tecost Vigil with Pope Francis.

Organizers are endeavouring to build on
all that has happened since Pope Leo’s en-
cyclical, involving the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit and the related call for Christian
unity, which the pope also addressed in that
same encyclical.

“It is eye-opening,” said Dr. Mary Healy,
professor at Sacred Heart Major Seminary
in Detroit who chairs the Theological Com-
mission of CHARIS (Charismatic Renewal
International Service) in Rome, “to go back
to Pope Leo XIII and Blessed Elena, her
profound spiritual intuition” that “there had
to be a renewal in the Spirit” within the
Church, and that “the Pope listened to her”
and did as she urged.

“Sister Elena was a woman with a pro-
phetic inclination,” said Pentecostal theo-
logian Dr. David Cole, dean of the graduate
school at The King’s University in Texas.
And “because Pope Leo responded,” it “be-
came a prophetic act for the whole Church.”

Also eye-opening, Dr. Healy said, was the
Pope’s prayer for Christian unity — some-
thing “that was not then on anyone’s radar.”

As Deacon Darrell Wentworth of Awak-
ening the Domestic Church explains, how-
ever, the pope’s call for an annual novena
went largely unheeded at the time by the
world’s bishops.

Sister Elena, “very disappointed by that
tepid response,” urged Pope Leo to further
action, Dr. Healy recounts.

In response, as Kansas City Archbishop
Joseph Naumann wrote in 2018 in his
archdiocesan newspaper, on New Year’s Day
1901, “Pope Leo sang the Veni Creator Spiri-
tus (“Come Holy Spirit”) in front of the fa-
mous Holy Spirit window in St. Peter’s Ba-
silica in Rome asking for a new outpouring
of the Holy Spirit upon the church.”

God “immediately answered” Pope Leo’s
prayer, Deacon Wentworth says, but in a
way that “surprised everyone.”

Archbishop Naumann described what
took place in Topeka, Kansas:

… at Bethel College and Bible School, a
group of students had been praying to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit in a manner similar to
that described in the Acts of the Apostles.

On the very same day that Pope Leo in
Rome was praying for a new outpouring
of the Holy Spirit upon the church, one of
the Bethel College students, Agnes Ozman,
had a powerful experience of the Holy Spir-
it’s presence that, in part, manifested itself
by her praying in tongues.

Over the next few days, several other stu-
dents had similar
experiences. These
events at “Stone’s
Folly” in Topeka
are considered by
many as the begin-
ning of the Protes-
tant Pentecostal
and charismatic
movement.

Why would the
Spirit have given this
gift to Methodist
students in response
to a papal prayer?

When Pope Leo
“invoked the Holy
Spirit to fall afresh
on our world in the
coming century,”
Deacon Wentworth
observed, he did so
as “the pastor of all
of Christianity.”

“The Holy Spirit

moves at will,” Dr. Healy explained. “He
distributes his gifts at will, not only through
the sacraments but also through personal
piety.”

Catholics “weren’t ready to accept the
possibility of a visitation from God,” she
said. “God knew we wouldn’t be ready.”

“The Catholic Church needed a renewal,
theologically and liturgically”— which, she
said, would occur more than 60 years later,
at and through the Second Vatican Council.

That opened the door to the Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, “the last to enter this
current of grace in the century of the Holy
Spirit,” Deacon Wentworth states. “Popes
Paul VI, John Paul II, Benedict XVI and
Francis” all “endorsed this ecumenical cur-
rent of grace.”

Actually, mainline Protestants were also
slow to embrace this movement of the
Spirit. In fact, Deacon Wentworth points
out, “the Christians in Topeka effectively
caused Bethel Bible College to close down”
after the Stone’s Folly event.

What happened, and what has ensued
with the building, he says, powerfully af-
firm the “astounding movement of the Holy
Spirit over the last century.”

Lee Defendorf’s book, It’s All in God’s
Plan, details the building’s remarkable history.

Built in the late 19th century by business-
man Ezra Stone, it was later sold to the

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)
American Sunday School Union, which
housed the Bible college.

But when those students prayed for and
experienced “a restoration of the power”
of the Holy Spirit, Mr. Defendorf told
CMAX, the Sunday School Union was
among the skeptics, and ejected the col-
lege from the site. The building was subse-
quently sold to a bootlegger, who rented it
out as a brothel.

After it was destroyed by fire, a farmer
bought the property, built a farmhouse, and
raised his family there. He died in 1937,
and nine years later the Catholic bishop of
Leavenworth bought the property for an
orphanage run by the Sisters of Charity of
Leavenworth. He also established on the
grounds a parish: Most Pure Heart of
Mary— “the name for Mary as the spouse
of the Holy Spirit,” Mr. Defendorf said. And
the farmhouse, still on the original Stone’s
Folly foundation, became the parish rec-
tory.

In recent years, prayer gatherings and
talks at the rectory have attracted not only
Catholic charismatic worshippers, but “all
different Pentecostal groups,” who then go
out and spread the word about this “first
place where the Holy Spirit came down in
this manner.”

“How inspirational,” Deacon Wentworth
commented, “to see that Pope Leo XIII’s
prayer was answered by God by sending
His Spirit upon a place that was filled with
sin, a brothel, was transformed into a house
for a domestic church, a family, and then a
community of Catholics, a parish naming
it after the bride of the Holy Spirit, Mary.”

Mr. Defendorf sees even his calling to
write a book about it as part of God’s plan.
Having moved to Topeka in 1980, he joined
Most Pure Heart of Mary parish, began to
hear about Stone’s Folly, and decided to
research it.

“I don’t know why God chose me,” he
said. But he is ]gratified that God has used
him to help make the story of Stone’s Folly
known, drawing Christians of many varied
traditions to the site and to the movement
of the Spirit, in the process “breaking down
walls” that have long divided Christianity.

And that, explained Dr. Healy — who
serves on the Pontifical Council for Pro-
moting Christian Unity — is a vital part of
this movement of the Spirit and the
upcoming ecumenical novena.

With the explosion of Catholic Charis-

matic Renewal beginning in 1967, she said,
“Pope Leo’s prayer and Sister Elena’s
prayer were finally answered. Over 120
million Catholics have been radically trans-
formed by having the Holy Spirit poured
into their hearts in a very profound way.”

But “God’s purpose is bigger,” she said.

“He didn’t do it just to be another move-
ment in the Church.” Vatican II and St. John
Paul II, she stressed, taught that the move-
ment of the Holy Spirit “is meant to be part
of every Christian life.” So a true move-
ment of the Spirit must also move toward

(continued on page 11)

Ecumenical Novena to the Holy Spirit to be live streamed on from Ascension to Pentecost

SAINT JOHN  — Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John
to speak on day nine of the ecumenical
novena. (TNF photo)

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — As Catholics approach
the Solemnity of Pentecost, Awakening the
Domestic Church and CMAX media have cre-
ated a unique virtual Pentecost Novena to help
faithful around the world prepare for a new
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

Following the vision promulgated by Pope
Leo XIII in his 1897 Encyclical Divinum Illud
Munus (On the Holy Spirit), nine Christian
ministries from around the world have re-
corded ecumenical prayer meetings that will
form the basis of this online Pentecost No-
vena. These will be available for free on the
www.Pentecost.cmax.tv website beginning
on Thursday May 13, 2021.

Awakening the Domestic Church states that
their goal is “to get every Christian associated
with a Renewal Stream to pray together from
Ascension Thursday, May 13, to Pentecost
Sunday”. Faithful can participate in this no-
vena by:

1. Going to www.Pentecost.cmax.tv and
downloading the free 9-day prayer novena.

2. Going to the Facebook event page https:/
/ w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / e v e n t s /
5343574765713161, clicking on “Going” and
then sharing the event.

3. Encouraging everyone to pick one or two
nights during May 13 and May 21 to gather
with friends, and praying the prerecorded
prayer meeting. This can be done via Zoom
as well.

Day nine of the novena, Friday, May 21,
will be led by the Companions of the Cross,
with a prayer meeting recorded at Saint Mary’s
Church in Ottawa, and a reflection on Sur-
render to the Holy Spirit by Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John.

Bishop Riesbeck and the Companions of
the Cross round out an impressive group of
communities, including John Michael Talbot
and the Little Portion Community of
Berryville, AZ; Bob Garrett and the Alleluia
Community in Augusta, GA; Archbishop

Bishop Riesbeck participates
in online ecumenical novena for Pentecost

Charles Jason Gordon, DD, and the People
of Praise Community from Trinidad; and Rev.
Father Dr. Innocent Joshua Igbokwe and the
Charismatic Renewal in Nigeria.

The novena concludes with an ecumenical
Pentecost Vigil on Saturday, May 22 hosted
by CHARIS (Catholic Charismatic Renewal
International Service) at 4:00 pm AST.  This
online vigil will take place live from four iconic
locations around the world, including Rome,
Buenos Aires and Jerusalem. Christians of
different churches and communities in each
location will lead prayers and pray to the Holy
Spirit for a new Pentecost on the world. “It
will be an unforgettable moment to be able to
pray together as Jesus himself asked the Fa-
ther for us (Jn 17,21).” (https://cmax.tv/
pentecost)

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Foundation receives personal writings of Pope John Paul I
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The John Paul I Vatican Foundation announced
the recovery of a collection of the late pope's writings.

In a statement released by the Vatican April 28, Archbishop Francesco
Moraglia of Venice said the personal archives of his predecessor, then-
Cardinal Albino Luciani, are a testament to the late pontiff's humility
as "a meek and brave worker in the vineyard of the Lord."

"I hope the foundation will always undertake the work of spreading
his religious and cultural heritage so that we may know better the
beautiful 'surprise' that God wanted to reserve, one day, for his church
and the world by placing Albino Luciani on the chair of St. Peter,"
Archbishop Moraglia wrote.

Pope John Paul I served only 33 days as pope. He died in 1978 at
the age of 65, shocking the world and a church that had just mourned
the death of St. Paul VI.

The foundation, established in 2020 by Pope Francis, was set up to
sponsor a variety of initiatives, including conventions, meetings, semi-
nars and study sessions. It also is expected to publish research and be
a point of reference throughout the world for people who wish to
further their studies on Pope John Paul I.

Italian journalist Stefania Falasca, a member of the foundation's
administrative board and vice postulator of the late pope's sainthood
cause, said the writings -- dated from 1929 to 1978 -- are a "very rich
collection of diverse documentation spanning 50 years, made up of
papers including handwritten pieces, notebooks, diaries, printed and
photographic material and correspondence."

"The scope of these papers, which is mainly characterized as a
personal file, largely includes interventions, lectures, conferences,
homilies, articles and publications," she said.

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul I, who served as pope for 33
days in 1978, is seen in this photo released by the Vatican
December 7, 2010, to highlight the restoration of its photo
archive. In an April 28 statement, the John Paul I Vatican
Foundation announced the recovery of a collection of the late
pope's writings. (CNS photo/L'Osservatore Romano)

Among the writings, which are expected to be digitized, was the
pope's 1978 personal agenda that include notes written by John Paul
I for his Sunday Angelus addresses and weekly audiences.

Archbishop Moraglia said the archives show that even after his election,
Pope John Paul I's "priority and attention went to the proclamation of the
Gospel without ever leaving it in 'second place' or trivializing it."

John Paul I, he said, served a church that was "wounded and frag-
ile without yielding to the temptation of gaining notoriety but instead
took on his personal responsibility and suffering."§

Pope: One act of pure love is greatest miracle Christians can perform
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Contemplative prayer transforms and purifies
the human heart, Pope Francis said.

Being contemplative in prayer is an act of faith and love, it is "the
'breath' of our relationship with God," he said during his weekly general
audience May 5.

  Continuing his se-
ries of talks on
prayer, the pope re-
flected on contem-
plative prayer, which
is not so much a way
of doing, "but a way
of being," he said.
  "Being contempla-
tive does not depend
on the eyes, but on
the heart. And here
prayer enters into play
as an act of faith and
love" that offers
God's "breath," puri-

fying the heart and sharpening one's gaze so that one can see the
world from another point of view, he said.

"Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. 'I look at him and
he looks at me'" in loving contemplation, the pope said, citing the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (2715).

Jesus' gaze "illumines the eyes of our heart and teaches us to see
everything in the light of his truth and his compassion for all men,"
the quote continues.

"Everything comes from this — from a heart that feels that it is
looked on with love," Pope Francis said. "Then reality is contem-
plated with different eyes."

One does not need many words, he said; "a gaze is enough. It is
enough to be convinced that our life is surrounded by an immense
and faithful love that nothing can ever separate us from."

Contemplation and action are not at odds, Pope Francis said. "There is
only one great call in the Gospel, and it is that of following Jesus on the
way of love," which is the pinnacle and centre of everything, he said.

In this way, charity and contemplation say the same thing, and as
St. John of the Cross believed, one small act carried out with pure
love "is more valuable to the church than all other works combined."

Pope Francis said that whatever is "born of prayer and not from the
presumption of our ego, what is purified by humility, even if it is a
hidden and silent act of love, is the greatest miracle that a Christian
can perform."§

Pope Francis (CNS/Vatican Media)
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Sisters influence city to support nuclear weapons ban
Submitted by Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception

SAINT JOHN — Two Sisters of Charity recently influenced the
Saint John mayor and council to endorse the Cities Appeal of the
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN).

The campaign calls for support for the United Nations Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons which entered into force January
22 this year. Among other Canadian municipalities to endorse the Cit-
ies Appeal are Halifax and Cape Breton, NS as well as Montreal, To-
ronto and Vancouver.

In January this year, Sisters Muriel Buckley and Roma De Robertis
of Saint John each sent letters to Mayor Don Darling and city coun-
cillors. At their April 19 meeting, the municipal leaders responded by
voting to endorse ICAN’s Cities Appeal.

Sr. Buckley said the endorsement is “important for everyone in the
Saint John area.” She added that the decision is also vital for people
worldwide and for “earth and the planet.”

Originally from Saint John, she was a longtime missionary in Peru
among those experiencing poverty and environmental destruction af-
ter years of military and economic colonization.  Sr. Buckley added,
“I really feel we have to do something to change our way of living.”

Sr. De Robertis said she was grateful local civic leaders responded
positively to ICAN’s Cities Appeal for the sake of local and global
peace with justice. However, she said she hopes leaders and citizens
will more fully recognize dangerous connections between planned
nuclear energy expansion and nuclear weapons.

ICAN received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 for its efforts to
achieve and promote the UN treaty prohibiting development, posses-
sion and use of nuclear weapons. The Holy See (Vatican) was one of
the first states to sign and ratify the treaty.

Nine countries in the world possess an estimated 13,400 nuclear
weapons.  Russia and the United States possess most of these weap-
ons of mass destruction. In their 2019 Statement on Nuclear Weap-
ons, Canada’s Catholic Bishops strongly opposed such weapons and
appealed to the government of Canada to sign the treaty.

However, Canada has neither signed nor ratified the UN treaty. In
2019, Sisters of Charity and Associates wrote letters to Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau urging the Canadian government to sign the UN
nuclear weapons ban treaty. While Canada does not have nuclear
weapons, it supports the retention and potential use of such weapons
on its behalf as a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Known as “nuclear deterrence,” this theory holds that possession
of nuclear weapons is necessary to deter other states from attacking
with their nuclear weapons. However, Catholic teaching rejects both
possession and use of nuclear weapons.

At a Vatican symposium in November 2017, Pope Francis rejected
the doctrine of nuclear deterrence. Referring to nuclear weapons, he
explicitly condemned “the threat of their use, as well as their very
possession.”

Raising concerns
The pope has gone further to question the safety of nuclear energy.

During his November 2019 visit to Japan, he highlighted the Japanese
bishops’ call for an end to nuclear power. Later, as reported by Reuters
news agency, the pope told journalists “there is not enough security
to guarantee that there will not be a disaster” from the use of nuclear
energy.

In 2011, Japan was rocked by an earthquake which triggered a
tsunami and nuclear power plant meltdown in Fukushima. Major nu-
clear power plant disasters have also occurred in other parts of the
world, unleashing deadly radioactive debris.

Proponents of nuclear energy claim it reduces carbon gas emis-
sions to help address climate change, while generating needed elec-
tricity and providing jobs. Partnering with the nuclear industry, the
federal and New Brunswick governments have invested millions of
dollars of taxpayers’ money to expand nuclear energy through devel-
opment of small modular nuclear reactors.  Ontario, Saskatchewan
and Alberta are also investing in SMNRs [small modular nuclear reac-
tors].

Plans are underway for an SMNR to be built at the same site as the
only nuclear generating station now operating outside Ontario. Owned
and operated by the New Brunswick Power Corporation, the Point
Lepreau nuclear station is about 50 km west of Saint John on the Bay
of Fundy.

However, critics of planned SMNRs call instead for governments
to invest in renewable energy, as well as energy efficiency and energy
storage technologies. Their concerns about nuclear energy include
high costs and major risks to human health and the environment.
They also highlight lack of safe storage options for highly radioactive
nuclear waste.

Critics also warn about links between nuclear energy and nu-
clear weapons. They point to threats posed by terrorist groups

and criminal organizations seeking radioactive plutonium pro-
duced by nuclear reactors. Internationally, Canada has long
sold uranium as nuclear fuel and has also marketed conven-
tional nuclear reactors.
  During the Second World War, Canada joined the United States

and United Kingdom in their efforts to produce a nuclear bomb.
According to an official government website, Canada provided
uranium to help fuel two atomic bombs the U.S. dropped on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki, Japan in 1945. After the war, Canada contin-
ued to supply uranium for military purposes.
  With many others, Sisters Buckley and De Robertis continue to

advocate for a future free from nuclear weapons, as well as an
end to plans for nuclear energy expansion for the sake of human-
ity, earth and all creation.
  For more about ICAN and the Cities Appeal, please see

www.icanw.org. The website for Sisters of Charity and Associ-
ates is at www.sistersofcharityic.com §
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May 16, 2021   The Ascension of the Lord
First Reading: Acts 1.1-11

As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted up.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R. 5a)
R. God has gone up with a shout,

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Second Reading:  Esphesians 1.17-23
God seated Jesus with his right hand in heaven.

Or
Second Reading (longer):  Esphesians 4.1-13
Or
Second Reading (shorter):  Esphesians 4.1-7, 11-13

We build up the body of Christ,
until we come to the measure of the full stature of Christ.

Gospel: Mark 16.15-20
The Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and sits at the

right hand of God.

Sunday’s Liturgy

Bishops set up new confidential reporting system
to expose abuse within Catholic Church
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — A new confidential way to report sexual abuse within
the Catholic Church has been established by Canada’s bishops.

The Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) announced the launch
of the new Canadian Reporting System for Sexual Abuse or Cover-
up by a Catholic Bishop on May 5, stating in a press release that the
new reporting system is “a national, bilingual service for reporting
situations of sexual abuse either committed or covered-up by a Bishop.”

“This service furthers their commitment to responsibility, account-
ability and transparency in matters of clergy sexual abuse and their
commitment to facilitate healing and justice for victims-survivors,”
the CCCB said of the Canadian Church’s leadership.

The CCCB said the new reporting system is the Canadian Catholic
Church’s “direct response” to Pope Francis’ call for all dioceses and
eparchies in his Apostolic Letter Vos estis lux mundi (You are the light
of the world) to establish “one or more public, stable and easily ac-
cessible systems for submission of report.”

“With Vos estis lux mundi, the pope indicates what procedures must
be followed in the universal Church when allegations are made against
a Bishop,” the CCCB said.

“In doing so, he updates, clarifies and standardizes practices around
the world,” said the CCCB. “The reporting system for bishops intro-
duces an additional level of accountability for Church leadership in
Canada, alongside the existing diocesan/eparchial protocols for re-
porting and responding to sexual abuse or other sexual misconduct
by priests, deacons, religious, and mandated lay pastoral personnel.”

According to the CCCB, the new abuse reporting system was de-
veloped by the Canadian firm Clearview Strategic Partners in consul-
tation with Canada’s bishops.

“This new reporting system is designed to receive and transmit to
the proper Church authorities reports of sexual abuse, sexual mis-
conduct (e.g., sexual harassment or possession of child pornogra-
phy) or cover-up by a Catholic Bishop,” the CCCB said. “ClearView’s
technology benefits anyone wanting to make such a report by pro-
viding them with a secure and confidential platform, allowing them to
remain anonymous if they so choose, and ensuring all communica-
tions are documented and preserved.”

The new reporting system can be accessed online at
BishopReportingSystem.ca or by calling toll-free 1-866-892-3737,
24 hours a day in English or French.

According to Dr. Delphine Collin-Vézina of Montreal’s McGill Uni-
versity, the new reporting system is designed to protect abuse vic-
tims.

“Our society must aim to create a climate of safety where the
abuse of children and vulnerable people is simply not tolerated, and
where their support is paramount,” said Dr. Collin-Vézina, who is
director of the Centre for Research on Children and Families at McGill.

“The newly established national, bilingual system for reporting sexual
abuse, sexual misconduct, or cover-up by a Catholic Bishop in Canada
is an important step forward in this direction. This system is rooted in
a victim-first approach and aims to remove the multiple barriers that
prevent disclosure.

“These abuses have been silenced and covered up for too long,
leaving victims and survivors unheard,” she said. “I applaud this ini-
tiative led by the Bishops of Canada, which will hopefully facilitate
healing and recovery for those who were abused.”§

(continued from page 3)
the source of our hope. He is Emmanuel — God with us. We are not
alone,” he said.

This year’s theme for the march is particularly appropriate. In a
time when many are feeling the devastating effects of a global pan-
demic and the fear and isolation this has caused, the March for Life
sends a strong message to unborn children, pregnant mothers and
beloved seniors in selecting the theme: You are not alone.

 “We can be the face of Jesus to these brothers and sisters of ours
in need and show them concretely through the witness of our lives
transfigured by God’s presence that they are not alone,” Bishop
Riesbeck said.

The bishop reminded those gathered that, “we can’t do this alone
or on our own  strength. We need Jesus first and foremost.” Encour-
aging people to stay close to Jesus he reminded everyone that “God
has the master plan. We need to keep surrendering. Jesus is the victor
— we need him big time if we’re going to be effective.”

Bishop Riesbeck concluded his homily in prayer. “We pray today
and always that the love we have for one another will joyfully and
powerfully witness to the truth of God’s love for the world, and
especially for the most vulnerable among us,” he said. “And witness
to the fact that we are not alone. You are not alone.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Participate virtually in
National March for Life
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Pope tells new Swiss Guards they represent a church that welcomes
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Meeting new recruits
to the Swiss Guard, Pope Francis thanked
the young men for having chosen to serve
the successor of St. Peter and he thanked all
the guards for their diligence and service.

"Pilgrims and tourists who come to Rome
have the opportunity to experience the cour-
tesy and helpfulness of the guards at the vari-
ous entrances to Vatican City," he said, ask-
ing the guards not to forget the importance of
this role of being "a beautiful witness" and
sign of a church that welcomes others.

"I greatly appreciate your ability to com-
bine the professional and spiritual aspects" of
guard life, "expressing in this way your dedica-
tion and fidelity to the Apostolic See," he said in a
private audience at the Vatican May 6, welcom-
ing 34 men from Switzerland who were sworn
in as Swiss Guards later the same day.

The colorful induction ceremony of new
recruits is traditionally held May 6 to mark
the date in 1527 when 147 Swiss Guards lost
their lives defending Pope Clement VII in the
Sack of Rome. Only 42 guards survived.
Holding the ceremony on the anniversary is
meant to remind new guards of the serious-
ness of their commitment.

Last year, the ceremony and papal audience
were postponed until early October because
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Respecting ongoing precautions to curb the
spread of the coronavirus, only close family
members of the new recruits and a limited
number of representatives of the Swiss gov-
ernment were allowed to attend the May 6
ceremony in the Vatican's San Damaso court-
yard.

New recruits pledge to "faithfully, loyally
and honorably" serve and protect the pontiff
and, if necessary, sacrifice their lives for him.

Today, the more than 100 Swiss soldiers
are responsible for guarding all entrances into

Vatican City State as well as keeping watch
over the pope and his residence in the Domus
Sanctae Marthae. They also provide security
and ceremonial services during liturgical events
and visits of heads of state and other dignitar-
ies to the Vatican.

Earlier in the day, Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
Vatican secretary of state, celebrated Mass
for the new recruits and their families in St.
Peter's Basilica.

Cardinal Parolin said the Holy See was grate-

(continued from page 7)
“unity in the Body of Christ.”

There needs to be “a breaking down, a crashing down of walls,” she said. “We need to
regard other Christians as beloved brothers and sisters, members of the Body of Christ
who we need.” This novena, she said, “can bring us to a deeper humility, a deeper
awareness of our need for each other, and a greater openness to the Holy Spirit.”

The novena may be “laying a foundation for ecumenical engagements for years to
come,” Dr. Cole said; “all of us who love the Holy Spirit coming together in prayer —
Pentecostals with Catholics, Protestants, Anglicans, even messianic Jews. The Lord is
smiling on our willingness to come together in this way.”

Ultimately, Dr. Healy acknowledged, Christian unity must reach “unity in doctrine.”
But for that to happen, there must first be unity of heart and spirit. “Then we can work
toward unity of doctrine.”

“This is a really good year for the power of the Holy Spirit,” she said, “to overcome the
divisions that are tearing us apart. Human solutions are not going to overcome these
problems. Only the Holy Spirit can change the human heart.”

“The Holy Spirit’s outpouring is for everyone,” Dr. Cole observed: “rich and poor,
young and old male and female.” The movement of the Spirit is “breaking down barriers”
of race, class, gender.

The world today “is embroiled in an identity crisis like we’ve never seen,” Deacon
Wentworth lamented. “God the Father’s creation of male and female has come into ques-
tion. God the Father’s establishment of marriage between one man and one woman as an
image of the Trinity filled with love has come into question. And again, humans are trying
to enslave other humans and take control over their lives.”

“The only answer to all of the world’s problems,” he stressed,” is the will of God the
Father through His Word, who is Jesus, by surrendering to the love that They share, who
is the Holy Spirit.”

“Join us in praying the Ecumenical Novena to the Holy Spirit.”
The novena, consisting of a two-hour prayer service each day, will begin on Ascension

Thursday, May 13. It will be on loop for 24 hours each day so you can join the prayer in
your time zone.

Daily prayer themes will begin on Day 1 with Our Needs for the Holy Spirit, followed
by Restoration of Christian Life in Civil and Domestic Society and Restoration of Full
Communion of the Church. After Day Four’s theme, Mystery of the Blessed Trinity, the
last five days will focus specifically on the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit and the Incarna-
tion; The Holy Spirit and the Church; The Holy Spirit and the Souls of the Just; Devotion
to the Holy Spirit; and Surrender to the Holy Spirit. Dr. Healy and Dr. Cole have edited
the novena.

Visit www.Pentecost.cmax.tv to sign up for details and to download the novena book-
let.

Rick Hinshaw is the former editor of The Long Island Catholic. He now publishes his
own blog, Reading the Signs, on Catholic teaching and cultural and public policy issues.
To read Rick’s work, visit his home page at rickhinshaw.com. §

ful for their "precious service."
Recalling that "today, dear recruits, with an

oath you will declare the desire to give your
life for Peter" and his successors, he said their
commitment to serve the pope "for love of
the Lord" requires "faith and strength of soul."

He asked the new members of the Swiss
Guard to pray for the grace "to welcome the
demanding call to mission" and to bear wit-
ness to Jesus, especially by the example of
their lives.§

Ecumenical Novena to the Holy Spirit
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Pope Francis makes Alexandria church Canada’s 27th mini-basilica
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — A Catholic Church that dates
back to the early 1800s in eastern Ontario is
Canada’s newest mini-basilica, becoming one
of only 27 Catholic churches in Canada to be
designated as a mini-basilica.

“It is a very important honour for all of us
here,” Father Jonathan Blake of St. Finnan’s
in Alexandria told the Canadian Catholic News
in a phone interview.

“It is recognition of the beauty and history
of the church and the important role it has
had in Alexandria and in this part of the prov-
ince,” Fr. Blake said, adding that it was the
merger of the Ottawa and Alexandria-Corn-
wall dioceses last year that is at the root of
seeking special recognition from the Vatican
for the church.

The church was once the home base ca-
thedral for the bishop of Alexandria-Cornwall
before that diocese merged with Ottawa to
become the Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall.

While Pope Francis formally approved des-
ignating St. Finnan’s Parish as a basilica in
February, a plan to hold a special ceremony
to mark the occasion on April 11 had to be
cancelled because of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic restrictions in Ontario.

Fr. Blake, who has been the pastor of St.
Finnan’s for less than a year, said a special
ceremony in which Ottawa-Cornwall Arch-
bishop Marcel Damphousse was to read the
Pope’s declaration to parishioners at the
church will be rescheduled for a later date
when COVID-related restrictions are lifted.

“It was felt that it would be better to wait
until we are all able to get together and can
gather in person again to mark the occasion,”
Fr. Blake said.

“Hopefully, it will be sooner rather than later
because this is a very important honour for
all of us here and for everyone who helped
with the process to get this done.”

According to April 23 statement released
by Kimberly Walsh of the Archdiocese of Ot-
tawa-Cornwall, “St. Finnan’s becomes only
the third basilica in the Archdiocese, the other
two being Notre-Dame Basilica Cathedral and
St. Patrick’s Basilica, both located in down-
town Ottawa.”

“A basilica is a church that has been given
a special designation by the Pope. There are
four major basilicas in the world, all located
in Rome, and just over 1,800 minor basilicas
located throughout the world.

“As a point of reference, there are more

ALEXANDRIA, ON — St. Finnan’s Catholic Church has been a presence in eastern
Ontario since it was first built as a mission church in 1833. (Photo courtesy Archdiocese
of Ottawa-Cornwall)

than 221,000 Catholic churches in the world,”
Walsh said. “With this designation, St. Fin-
nan’s joins the ranks of such prominent mi-
nor basilicas as Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico, St. Francis of Assisi in Italy and
Notre-Dame in Paris.”

Most of the churches that have been des-
ignated as what are called mini-basilicas in
Canada are in eastern Canada — in Ontario,
Quebec and the Maritimes, including St.
Michael’s in Miramichi City. There are only
two in western Canada, Saint Boniface in Win-
nipeg and St. Joseph’s in Edmonton.

Fr. Blake said that Canada’s bishops along
with the new Ottawa-Cornwall archdiocese
were very helpful and supportive of the ef-
fort to have St. Finnan’s achieve its new sta-
tus as a basilica.

“It goes through a number of different steps
before it eventually gets before the Holy Fa-
ther, and there was support here in Canada
from the bishops all along the way,” Fr. Blake
said. “It has really been a process that a lot of
people helped with within the Church here in
Canada and locally at the parish level here too,”
Fr. Blake said.

“There was a lot of effort put in by a lot of
people to recognize the importance of this church
to not only the people and our parishioners in
this area, but its importance to the history of the
Catholic church in Canada,” he said.

According to St. Finnan’s website, the
church, in various forms, has been a staple
of community life in Alexandria since the
1830s and was most recently designated as a

cathedral before the merger of Alexandria-
Cornwall with the Ottawa archdiocese.

According to Wikipedia, basilica is Latin and
has three distinct meanings.

“In the times of ancient Rome, a basilica
was essentially a city hall. When the Roman
Empire adopted Christianity, it became com-
mon for major church buildings to be con-
structed with the same architectural plan as
the basilicas of the past. Lastly, basilica is also
used as an honourary title that is bestowed
upon a Roman Catholic church, a church that
has been given special ceremonial rights. Once
the title is bestowed upon a basilica, it may
never be taken away,” according to Wikipedia.

Catholic basilicas are considered pilgrim-
age churches, and Fr. Blake said once the
COVID pandemic restrictions that all Catho-
lic churches are operating under are eased in
the future, making St. Finnan’s a religious tour-
ism attraction for Catholics and people of other
faiths will be explored.

“That is something that can be an attrac-
tion for us in the future, and is something that
some people have talked about and are very
excited about here,” he said.

“Attracting Catholics from Kanata (a com-
munity near Ottawa) and from other places
nearby and even from elsewhere in Canada
to make a pilgrimage to Alexandria, that is
something we are excited about,” Fr. Blake
said.

“We are excited about sharing the beauty
of our church and our parish with everyone
in the future,” he said.§


